
Mother of God Homeschool Ministry 

High School Classes, 2021-22 

 

Our day will begin with 9:00 Daily Mass at St. John Neumann. 
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Cost.  Each class (religion, writing, Latin, government, biology) is $400 per year, which includes 

grading papers and tests.   

Math classes are $250 per year, with parents responsible for grading homework and tests.  Note 

that math classes meet twice per week.   

Choir is $250 per year.   

Computer Club is $75 per year. 

Families registering more than one student will receive a $50 discount per class for the younger 

student(s). $10 sibling discount for Computer Club. 

 

Study hall is available for one period per student when needed.  Requests for more than one 

study hall period will be considered on a case-by-case basis.  Parent volunteers will be needed to 

staff the study hall and lunch period.  Open to 9th - 12th graders. 

 



Class meeting dates:  Sept. 9, 13, 16, 20, 23, 27, 30, Oct. 4, 7, 11, 14, 18, 21, 25, 28,  Nov. 4, 8, 

11, 15, 18, 22, 29, Dec. 2, 6, 9, 13, 16.  Jan.  3, 6, 10, 13, 17, 20, 24, 27, 31, Feb. 3, 7, 10, 14, 17, 

24, 28,  March 3, 7, 10, 14, 17, 21, 24, 28, 31,  April 4, 7, 11, 25, 28,  May 2, 5, 9, 12, 16, 19, 23. 

No class:  Nov. 1, Nov. 25, Dec. 20- 30, Feb. 21, April 14- 21.   

 

Policy regarding timely work.  Late assignments will lose a full letter grade for each week they 

are late.  

 

  



Course Descriptions 

Book lists can be found online here. 

 

About maximum class sizes:  Currently classes are capped at 11 students due to 

Covid restrictions, but we will open to more students if regulations allow.  Once 

enrollment reaches 11 in a class, additional students will be placed on a waiting list. 

 

Advanced American Government and Economics 

Instructor: Barbara Corbalis 

Thursdays, 1:40 - 2:40 p.m. 

The course begins with a discussion of law through the light of St. Thomas Aquinas and 

culminates with an understanding of the type of government laid out by our Founding Fathers.  

Economic principles will also be discussed in depth.  This course uses a Mother of Divine Grace 

syllabus.  Readings include selections from St. Thomas’ Summa Theologica,  The Federalist and 

Anti Federalist Papers, “The U.S. Constitution,” Paine's Common Sense,  deTocqueville's 

Democracy in America, and Hazlitt's Economics in One Lesson.  The American Government and 

Economics syllabus has a day-by-day breakdown of this course along with paper topics, quizzes, 

answer keys to the quizzes, and a variety of teaching resources.  Field trips to Washington and 

Annapolis are planned.  Open to 11th-12th graders. 

 

Scripture Study 

Instructor:  Barbara Corbalis 

Mondays, 2:05 - 3:05 p.m. 

In this course using a Mother of Divine Grace syllabus, we will be using Introduction to the 

Bible, by Fr. John Laux. This is an excellent text, with questions requiring careful analysis of the 

material by the student.  Introduction to the Bible is used as a springboard to studying the 

Scriptures along with material from Jeff Cavin's Bible Timeline. Over the course of the year, the 

student will read the Bible, analyzing it carefully. There will also be essay and paper topics to 

give the student practice with writing in a variety of styles. The syllabus has a day-by-day 

breakdown of this course along with paper topics, quizzes, answer keys to the quizzes, and a 

variety of teaching resources including eleventh grade subject rubrics, learning objectives, and 

grading charts.  Visits to the Museum of the Bible and JPII Cultural Center are planned.  Open to 

10th-12th graders. 

 

Biology 

Instructors: Ann Welch, PhD, and Kirsten Marcolin, MS 

Mondays, 2:05-3:05 p.m. 

This course uses Biology by Miller and Levine, which is presented in a manner that is easy to 

understand, and covers the concepts expected in a high school course. Students will be expected 

to complete all course readings, quizzes, tests, and lab reports at home. Material covered in this 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iLLN1v9yRcN0znJJGZ1WC9CwEIY6ZlUH0eX9m_S0JDM/edit?usp=sharing


course will include the concepts of biology including ecology, cell structure and function, 

genetics, the six kingdoms of organisms, the human body, and evolution. All aspects of this class 

will be taught from a Catholic perspective. Lectures will focus on the difficult concepts from 

each unit. Students will be required to spend additional time at home understanding material 

from each unit that will be included on tests. There will be one or more lab periods per month 

taught in place of a lecture.  The class will be team taught with lectures led by Mrs. Welch and 

most labs taught by Mrs. Marcolin. This class is open to 9-12th graders. 

Lab fee, to be announced, is due the first day of class. Lab fee will be no more than $40/student. 

1 course credit. Minimum class size: 6 Maximum class size: 10 

 

Choir -- MOG Schola 

Instructor:  Celeste Pappas, MLM 

Mondays, 3:10 - 4:10 p.m. 

The MOG Schola will focus on learning classics from the great treasury of sacred music, from 

chant and polyphony to modern compositions.  While sacred music will be our focus, we may 

also include some secular choral pieces from time to time.  In the first semester, we will have a 

special emphasis on Christmas carols from around the world.  We will perform two recitals, one 

during the January portion of the Christmas season, and one at the end of the school year.  The 

choir will also sing at any homeschooling Masses such as graduation.  We will not spend time 

learning to read music, as that will be assumed to be known by most.  We will, however, learn to 

read chant notation. High school students may also be asked to read a section of a Church 

document on music.  Auditions will take place during the first class meeting, to determine where 

the student is vocally.  Open to students 7th - 12th grade.  Social distancing protocols may be 

necessary for choir. 

 

Computer Club 

Instructor:  Bill Kroah, M.S. 

Mondays, 4:15 - 5:15 p.m. 

The Computer Club will be a place to explore uses of the computer on several levels.  Some 

want to use the computer for artistic expression, others want experience in using computer 

applications, and still others want a deeper understanding of the computer hardware and software 

environments.  The plan is to determine which of these uses the students desire and then 

formulate some group projects that will help each person.  The goal is for all to have a solid 

experience and advance their computer knowledge and skills.  One probable area that allows 

each of these goals to be met is in the development of web-based projects.  These can be very 

simple to very complex.  The goal will be to have fun, learn, and produce (or begin to produce) 

something that will be meaningful to the participants.  The club is open to 9th to 12th graders 

and to motivated 7th and 8th graders.  It will be expected that the students have at least minimal 

computer experience.      

 

Latin (Henle First Year Latin) 



Instructor: Barbara Corbalis 

Thursdays, 12:40 - 1:40 p.m. 

We use Units 1 through 7 of First Year Latin by Fr. Henle, which gives the student a solid 

foundation in Latin. The text introduces vocabulary in each lesson and refers the student to the 

accompanying Grammar for the corresponding declensions, conjugations, and grammatical 

rules. The text also has a variety of exercises that will test the student on the new material that is 

covered in the lesson as well as passages to translate.  This course uses a Mother of Divine Grace 

syllabus.  Open to 9th - 12th graders, and 8th graders with a strong background in Latin. 

 

Sacraments and Apologetics 

Instructor: Barbara Corbalis 

Mondays, 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. 

This course uses Mass and the Sacraments and Catholic Apologetics by Fr. John Laux. These are 

both excellent texts, with good questions requiring careful analysis of the material by the student. 

Mass and the Sacraments provides a thorough and precise explanation of the Holy Sacrifice of 

the Mass, the sacraments, indulgences, and sacramentals. Catholic Apologetics guides the 

student through well reasoned answers to the classic objections against the faith. The text covers 

topics such as the existence of God, immortality of the soul, science and faith, reason and 

revelation, the divinity of Christ, the foundation of the Church and the infallibility of the pope. 

We also use Beginning Apologetics by Chacon and Burnham to study apologetics from a 

Biblical point of view. We also include essay and paper topics to give the student practice with 

writing in a variety of styles. The Sacraments & Apologetics Syllabus has a day-by-day 

breakdown of this course along with paper topics, quizzes, answer keys to the quizzes, and a 

variety of teaching resources.  Open to 9th - 12th graders. 

 

Writing 1 

Instructor:  Ann Salancy 

Mondays, 9:55 - 10:55 a.m. 

 

Student Writing Intensive Level C:  This class will introduce the basics of writing using the 

Structure and Style of IEW.  Nine units will be covered including research-based and creative 

writing.  The curriculum provides clear daily assignments and includes vocabulary words, plus 

literature with on-the-spot grammar.  Each lesson provides a step-by-step process for writing 

high level papers using a format which allows the student to progress at his/her pace.  Literature 

will be included throughout the semesters. 

Open to 9th - 12th graders (or older students new to the Institute for Excellence in Writing 

program).  Maximum class size:  10. 

 

Saxon Algebra I 

Instructor:  Bob Stack 



Mondays and Thursdays, 11:25 - 12:10 p.m. 

Students will cover signed numbers, exponents and roots, absolute value, equations and 

inequalities, scientific notation, unit conversions, polynomials, graphs, factoring, quadratic 

equations, direct and inverse variations, exponential growth, statistics, and probability. At home 

they will complete exercises, and their parents will correct their work and keep records of grades. 

Then students will bring their questions back to Mr. Stack.  Open to 9th - 12th graders and 

advanced 7th - 8th graders who have taken Pre-Algebra.  Maximum class size:  15 (11 per Covid 

restrictions). 

 

Saxon Geometry 

Instructor:  Bob Stack 

Mondays and Thursdays, 10:40 - 11:25 a.m. 

Students will cover triangle congruence, postulates and theorems, surface area and volume, two-

column proofs, vector addition, and slopes and equations of lines.  At home they will complete 

exercises, and their parents will correct their work and keep records of grades. Then students will 

bring their questions back to Mr. Stack.  Open to 9th - 12th graders and advanced 8th graders 

who have taken Algebra 1.  Maximum class size:  15 (11 per Covid restrictions). 

 

Saxon Algebra II 

Instructor:  Bob Stack 

Mondays and Thursdays, 9:55 - 10:40 a.m. 

Students will cover geometric functions like angles, perimeters, and proportional segments; 

negative exponents; quadratic equations; metric conversions; logarithms; and advanced 

factoring. At home they will complete exercises, and their parents will correct their work and 

keep records of grades. Then students will bring their questions back to Mr. Stack.  Open to 9th - 

12th graders who have taken Algebra 1.   Maximum class size:  15 (11 per Covid restrictions). 

 

Precalculus, using Saxon Advanced Math text 

Instructor:  Bob Stack 

Mondays 1:00-2:00 p.m. and Thursdays 12:40 - 1:40 p.m. 

Students will cover trigonometry, logarithms, analytic geometry, and upper-level algebraic 

concepts. They will continue intermediate algebra and trigonometry concepts first introduced in 

Algebra 2. New lessons on functions, matrices, statistics, and the graphing calculator are also 

included. At home they will complete exercises, and their parents will correct their work and 

keep records of grades. Then students will bring their questions back to Mr. Stack.  Open to 9th - 

12th graders who have taken Algebra II.   Maximum class size:  15 (11 per Covid restrictions). 

 

 

 

  



Teacher Biographies 

 

Barbara Corbalis has taught many high school courses, both to her own six homeschooled children 

and to several other groups of teens.  She comes highly recommended by TORCH parents whose 

older children have already taken her classes.  Mrs. Corbalis has been homeschooling for 30 

years.  She and her husband, Leo, have raised six children, four of whom have graduated from 

college.   She has been a Mother of Divine Grace School consultant since 2005, and a teacher for 

their Learning Support and Teacher Assisted programs since 2007.     

 

Bill Kroah has a great love of learning which has led him to three fields of study, earning three 

Master’s Degrees: in Mathematics, Computer Science, and Electrical Engineering.  He has 

experience teaching in a college setting.  Mr. Kroah volunteers in various ministries that are dear 

to his heart, and we are grateful that he is willing to begin volunteering with our homeschool 

ministry. 

 

Celeste Pappas earned a Master of Liturgical Music from the Catholic University of America.  

She is currently choir director, cantor, and organist at St. Peter's in Olney.  As a homeschooling 

mother for nearly 20 years, she has taught several co-op classes including  music, and has been 

involved with the music at many TORCH graduation Masses.  She is a member of the Church 

Music Association of America and the American Guild of Organists. 

 

Ann Salancy earned her BFA degree from the University of Georgia beginning study in 

Journalism and completing her degree in Theatre. For almost twenty-five years she has home-

educated her family of four children. Finally her caboose child is winding up his home career as 

a student. Yet, joyfully, she has instructed over 100 students from grades one to twelve from 

various parts of the country since 2009 using the Institute for Excellence in Writing (IEW) 

method as a certified instructor.    

 

Bob Stack has taught high school math for 49 years, 24 of them at nearby Good Counsel High 

School, where he enjoyed getting to know his students, especially when they met him before 

school to attend Mass together. Over these years he has tried numerous textbooks, and come to 

endorse the excellent way Saxon Math explains concepts, although its dry tone requires Mr. 

Stack to liven up his lessons with many entertaining games, especially using his homemade 

Jeopardy board!  Now retired, he has decided to continue doing the best part of his job, which is 

teaching new math concepts and helping students with their questions, rather than grading 

homework and tests, or keeping records of their grades. He has graciously agreed to do just that 

for our Catholic homeschoolers. Since the parents of his students will have to do the correcting, 

the grading and the record-keeping, they will enjoy a significant price reduction for this course. 

 

Kirsten Marcolin earned a BS in Biology at Loyola University, Baltimore and an MS in 

Physical Therapy, Duke University. She worked in acute inpatient rehab with a focus on 



neurological patients and then “retired” to raise and homeschool eight children. She is especially 

passionate about the subject of chemistry which she is currently teaching to middle schoolers in 

St. Joseph's Co-op. A few years ago, she enjoyed team-teaching high school biology and 

chemistry at MOG with OLMCTA (Our Lady of Mount Carmel Tutoring Academy). Formal 

teaching experience also includes 1st grade faith formation at St. Jude’s and swimming lessons 

to all ages at her community pool. 

 

Ann Welch earned a BS in Biology at George Mason University, and a PhD in Immunology at 

The Medical College of Virginia/VCU. Ann worked in allergy and cancer research before 

leaving science to raise a family. She has guest lectured for several undergraduate and graduate 

level classes at George Washington University and Catholic University. Ann has been 

homeschooling her three children for 12 years, and has taught middle and elementary school 

science for the past several years in a co-op at MOG. 

 

 


