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Newsletter of the Mother of God Community Council - January 20, 2020 

Council Corner 

Wine and Cheese Reception with Msgr. Panke 
Thursday, February 6, 7 pm - Join other covenant members of Mother of God Community in 

welcoming the new pastor of St. John Neumann parish, Msgr. Robert Panke. Msgr. Panke comes 

to St. John’s from seventeen years of ministry in the area of vocations for the Archdiocese of 

Washington. After serving as Vocations Director for the archdiocese, Msgr. Panke was appointed 

Rector of the new John Paul II Seminary, di-

recting men as young as 18 years old in the 

priestly discernment process. Perhaps because 

St. John Neumann parish has had so many 

vocations recently, Msgr. Panke was asked to 

moved to Gaithersburg last summer, and has 

enjoyed settling in to his new role as the local 

shepherd. Come and make him welcome! 

UPCOMING DATES 
 
 

 

National Prayer Summit          7 pm, Friday, January 24 
         ...continues 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday, January 25 
 

Growing in Charisms     6 pm, Sunday, January 26 
 

No Praise & Worship Gathering    Sunday, February 2 
 

Covenant Retreat (tentative)  10am, Saturday, Feb. 15 

Mother of God School Open Houses 
Spread the Word about this Hidden Gem in our Midst! 

Mother of God School 
Principal Hall Miller an-
nounces the latest addition 
to the school staff: Melanie 
Brown, daughter of former 
MOG Community mem-
bers Kathy and Ben Van 
Zutphen, is the school’s 
new Admissions Director. 
She hopes to help spread 
the word about the school 
and promote it among 
both current and prospec-
tive families. The first big 
event she is leading is the 
Open House on Sunday, 
January 26 from 11am to 
2pm. Please pray for the 
success of this event, and 
be sure to invite your 
friends and neighbors to 
check us out! 
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Encounter Ministries National Conference 

     When January 1st rolls around, many people make resolutions to save money, eat healthier, or pray 
more. This year, my kids and I participated in a three-day conference in Toledo, Ohio called the Encounter 
Conference. Over the three days, my oldest kids attended the Kids Track for kids ages 6-12, where they 
were led in worship, played games, and listened to talks in their small groups. My youngest son and I at-
tended the main sessions, also led by gifted worship leaders and well-known speakers. But the personalities 
of the speakers weren’t the focus. Instead, the impartation of the Holy Spirit and His many gifts was the 
focus.  
 

     On the first night, those who felt led to be leaders in bringing revival to their communities were invited 
to receive prayer. I experienced the rest in the Holy Spirit and a trust in God’s leading over my own efforts 
and striving.  
 

     On the second day, Mary Healy spoke about unity in the body of Christ--how this is a fruit of the new 
Pentecost. She shared how revival began from the prayer and insistence of a Catholic nun and eventually 
came full circle back to the Church, but sadly, few have wholeheartedly embraced it because of fear. Lis-
tening to Mary is like an intellectual and spiritual feast! What struck me from Mary’s talk is the call for 
Catholics to be the first to repent for our role in the divisions in the body of Christ. We need to repent on 
behalf of our Church, and need to take steps to pray with and serve with our Protestant brothers and sis-
ters, and we need to humbly “wash their feet” every chance we get. 
 

     The next session focused on 
healing, and a very unassuming 
Randy Clark shared a few testi-
monies, and as he spoke dozens 
of people experienced physical 
healing. In the Kids Track, over 
half of the kids present testified 
to receiving physical healing. 
Glory to God! Randy reminded 
us to trust God’s call on your 
life rather than man’s rejec-
tion. 
 

     Finally, Peter Herbeck ral-
lied us to stop accommodating 
the world and to stop watering 
down the demands of the gos-
pel. The gospel is radical, so we 
are radical. We raise up the 
King, we trust Him, and we 
follow Him. We give no 
thought to discouragement.  
 

     One word stayed with me throughout the conference: There can be no new evangelization without 
a new Pentecost. Our programs and efforts will not accomplish what hurting people and a hurting Church need. The 
power of the Holy Spirit is what will make people whole and our Church radiant. 
 

     We left the conference before the final session, so I know we missed out on a powerful evening of 
prayer, worship, and deliverance, but I know where I’ll be on the first weekend of January next year! 

An impromptu Adoration time outside of the Kids Track as 
the priest was walking out of the conference room.  

By Jessica Montgomery 
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     Rachael Gargulinski and Teri Stief met re-
cently for an initial planning meeting of the new 
Family Ministry of the Mother of God Commu-
nity, and they are excited about the inaugural 
event taking place on Saturday, April 4 from 10 
am to 12 noon in the Mother of God School 
Gym. Families with children of all ages will be 
welcome to join in the fun of Spring– and Palm 
Sunday related activities around the gym. 
Rachael is still looking for interested parents and 
older children who can help organize and lead 
various activities for younger children, both with 
and without their parents’ involvement. Initial 
ideas include making paper palm branches, Pin-
the-Tail-on-the-Donkey (in honor of the beast 
of burden Jesus rode on his triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem), and dance or movement activities for 
pre-school children. We plan to invite and in-
clude MOG School families as well as the many 
homeschooling families who use our facilities. 
All will be welcome! 
     To get involved, contact Rachael at 703-395-
3387 or rsanders77@gmail.com. 

Help Needed for Ministry’s Inaugural Event 

Family Ministry 

Did you know… 
 

 

 

Paul and Susie Abel 

just celebrated 25 years 

of marriage! 
 

 

Tom and Teri Stief 

are celebrating 

10 years of marriage 

this month! 

Grow in the Charisms 
You Have Received 

 

BEGINS Sunday, January 26 at 6:00 pm 
Mother of God School Library (upstairs 
gym building) 
 
     Join us for six months of teaching and activa-
tion in the charisms. This series is FREE of 
charge. Come grow in intimacy with the Giver of 
the Gifts, the Holy Spirit, and learn how to be 
activated to exercise those gifts.  This course will 
entail points from Damian Stayne’s conferences 
and his book “Lord, Renew Your Wonders: Spir-
itual Gifts for Today.”  
     We will meet the last Sunday of each 
month. After each meeting there will be a practi-
cal Charism assignment to experiment with dur-
ing the off weeks to help activate of your gifting 
in your lives. We will assist all in helping you un-
derstand where in your life does the Holy Spirit 
want to give you more of His power in a special 
grace for others. The goal of the class will be to 
help all identify your current Charisms and how 
to be empowered by the Spirit to act. We believe 
the Holy Spirit wants to give all believers more 
power for today’s mission in family, Church and 
secular careers in power of Holy Spirit above so 
you act more in union with the Holy Spirit. 
     We will be using the book “Lord, Renew 
Your Wonders: Spiritual Gifts for Today” by 
Damian Stayne. Please purchase the book and 
read chapter 1 prior to coming to the first class.  
     Let us know if you need help getting the 
book: mogc@motherofgod.org. Come, and tell 
a friend about it. All are welcome. The only pre-
requisite is an opened heart surrendered to the 
Lord!  
 

     Register online at 
 https://growincharisms.eventbrite.com   
 

     Please pray for the success of this series. Peo-
ple are hungry to receive all that the Lord has to 
give them - both those who exercise their char-
isms, and those who receive the blessing! 

Growing in Charisms 
Series Begins 

https://growincharisms.eventbrite.com
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“Council Corner” is published by the Mother of God Community Council. Its purpose is to promote 
openness and dialogue amongst covenant members regarding issues of importance to community life. 
    If a covenant member would like to submit a news item, please submit it to a Council member for 
review: Tom Singer, Bob McCambridge, Dawn Glennon, Don James, Mark Gargulinski, or Rick 
McKinney. Thank you! 

MOG Council Retreat 

     Council Retreat 2020 – “Enter in my heart, all 
things are possible for me” 
 This year’s MOG Council retreat was held 
on January 10-12 at the Priest Field Pastoral Center 
in West Virginia. Attending the retreat were Tom 
Singer, Dawn Glennon, Don James, Bob McCam-
bridge, Mark Gargulinski, Rick McKinney, Fr. Fred 
Close (our spiritual advisor), and, by invitation, Jerry 
and Cathy Germann from the Alleluia Community in 
Augusta, Georgia (www.alleluiacommunity.org). 
During the retreat two Masses were celebrated with 

Fr. Close, and there were five praise and discussion sessions as well as six meals in common, a Lord’s 
Day celebration, private prayer and recreation times, and the viewing of the new Encounter Ministry film 
“Revive” concerning recent healing and revival events among Catholic youth around the country, espe-
cially in the Midwest. 
 At the retreat the Council prayed about and discussed recent prophecies given to us for the body 
by Kinday Toto and Elaine Schneider, including: “Next year is the year of rearrangement ... Lives will be 
transformed ... the purposes of the Lord will become clear.” “This is the year to reap.” “The impossibili-
ties are becoming possible.” “Shine my light of hope into the darkness, and where my light shines, there 
is hope.” 
 As recommended by covenant member Pat Skees, the Council also discussed some of the chap-
ters in Saint John Paul II’s apostolic exhortation, Christifideles Laici, on the mission of the laity, including 
the fact that since Christ means “anointed” we as members of the Body of Christ are anointed ones or 
“christs” (Chap. 14) and thus we can join Pope John Paul’s repeated cry, “Do not be afraid” (Chap. 34). 
 Council members also repented for how they might look at various brothers and sisters in ways 
that did not honor them in love or for insulting the Spirit of grace by judging one another (Heb. 10:29-
30), or for not having hearts that do not break with the Lord’s heart of compassionate zeal. 
 Both Jerry and Cathy Germann delivered prophetic words to the Council, including the call from 
God “to enter into my heart .. All things are possible for me.” “Do not be afraid. I am with you. Do not 
dwell on your numbers. I can build out of nothing. Be faithful to me every day. Seek me. Seek my will. 
Act. Do not delay. There is a hurting world out there.”  “Your hearts have been as in Winter, but God 
has brought the thaw of Spring, the warmth of His love has enveloped your hearts … a deep compassion 
is welling up in your lives for one another. God knows your history … He has never left your side. Now 
is the time to move forward. I breathe new fire into your hearts. You are important to me. I love you. I 
am coming with you. Go forward – bring life – bring life.” 
 The Germanns also related how their 350 member community is organized into some 19 sup-
port groups made up of families, couples, and singles with a support group head, a few support group 
pastoral coordinators and a body of elders. Each member also generally has another individual they can 
share their cares and concerns with.  In addition there are many ministry teams for things like evangelism, 
healing, teaching, music, prison ministry, spiritual direction, and other services and events. 

Council members were encouraged by the retreat and look forward to a new year of God’s grace. 


