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Newsletter of the Mother of God Community Council - November 30, 2018 

Council Corner 

by Tom Singer 

Covenant Retreat – Saturday, November 17 

     The community gathered in Goshen House chapel for a morning of retreat which was highlight-
ed by praise and worship. 
     Bob McCambridge led us in a time of reflection on the Scriptures. The charism of the commu-
nity is to ponder the Word of God like Mary and to receive revelation from the Word, that is to let 
the Holy Spirit open us up to words, phrases from Scripture to understand new meaning for our 
life, and to proclaim that revelation to everyone in the power of the Holy Spirit! 
The scripture chosen was 1 John 3:14-18: 
     We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren.  He who does not love remains 
in death.  Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life dwelling in 
him. By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us;and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 
But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love 
abide in him?  Little children, let us not love in word or speech but in deed and in truth. 
     Bob had people read the scripture meditatively three times and then we spent 10 minutes in si-
lent reflection asking the Holy Spirit to open our hearts to receive new revelation or insight into 
what the Lord was revealing to us. There were many testimonies that people shared that revealed a 
new understanding of love and the enemies of love that tempt us. 
     Then Tom Singer led us as we shared with one another what we as members saw as real gifts or 

treasures in the community. Some things mentioned multiple times were: praise and worship, reve-

lation from the scriptures, baptism in the Holy Spirit, our fellowship and gift of friendship, teach-

ings and the hosting of retreats and conferences. The Council will reflect on these notes as they 

prepare for their retreat in January. 

What’s Going on at 

Goshen House? 

Fr. Roy Moolechalil will be moving into Go-

shen House this Saturday, December 1st for a 

week or two until his priestly residence at St. 

Peter’s parish in Olney is prepared for him. Fr. 

Roy is a priest of the Syro-Malabar Rite in the 

Catholic Church and will be the pastor of the 

Syro-Malabar Mission Church that now cele-

brates Holy Mass in Our Lady’s Chapel at Go-

shen House every Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. 

Please welcome Fr. Roy when you see him! 

UPCOMING DATES 
 

 

Lessons/Carols &            5 pm, Saturday, December 8 
  Advent Celebration 
 

Christmas Eve Mass       7 pm, Monday, December 24 
 

Mary, Mother of God  11:30am, Tuesday, January 1, 2019 
Community Celebration 
 

Prayer Meeting Resumes  7 pm, Sunday, January 6, 2019 

The Community Council goes on its  

annual retreat on the weekend of  

January 11-13 and requests that members 

give input and insights on what we are 

called to as a community. 
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by Jessica Montgomery 

     The theme of this year’s women’s retreat, held November 2-4 at the Priest Field Pastoral Center 
in Kearneysville, West Virginia, was “Cultivating Community through the Theology of the Body." 
Our speaker, Rachel Balducci, is a member of the Alleluia Community, a charismatic covenant 
community  in Augusta, Georgia. Rachel is an avid writer and co-host of "The Gist" on Catholic.tv.  
     Her first talk guided us through a reawakening of God’s personal love for us. When I can love 
who God made me to be, I can let go of false expectations and live my life to the full. I have the 
tools to not just tolerate but love my life. And when I do, peace will follow, and I will be able to 
quiet myself in God’s presence and be free from whatever it is I am clinging to. To root out dis-
couragement from our lives, she gave us three keys: stay small, consent to our inner poverty, and 
realize that perfection is not the goal.  
     Rachel’s second talk built on the first. Without a deep, personal revelation of God’s love for me, 
I will not be able to fulfill my next call: living in community. Cultivating community is central to 
Rachel’s Alleluia Community experience, as it is to those of us in Mother of God Community. She 
helped us to remember how important community is--it is a powerful weapon against isolation and 
the lies of the enemy. We can’t heal others but we can love them and lead them to the One who 
can heal. Holiness, she shared, is being transformed into the person God made me to be. And 
evangelism is simply sharing the love of God. The person in front of me--whoever they are and 
wherever I find myself--is a child of God, and that’s reason enough for me to pay attention to him 
or her. Rachel reminded us that loving others is an adventure; it is something to seek out every day. 
We can love the people on our path in an extravagant way. She also called us to a healthy approach 
to conflict resolution. A community without conflict is a myth! When faced with conflict with an-
other person we are in community with, we can prayerfully consider two responses: address it hon-
estly and openly, and if needed, involve others in the community; and secondly, reflect on what is it 
within me that God is trying to burn away? A wound? Pride? With a healthy response to conflict  
and the difficulties that arise with others, we will stay the course and enjoy the people that we are in 
covenant with.  
     On Saturday afternoon, Rachel challenged us to dis-
cover and operate in our gifts and step out boldly to make 
a difference in the circles and circumstances in which we 
find ourselves. Fr. Fred Close came up to celebrate Mass 
and the Sacrament of Reconciliation. In the evening there 
was opportunity for individual prayer ministry and fellow-
ship.  
     Of course, while we love the encouragement and reve-
lation that we receive from the talks, we also come the 
women’s retreat each year for the refreshment of rest, pre-
pared meals, a beautiful location, and for the rich times of 
fellowship. There is something so special about being 
gathered together, away from our day-to-day duties, to 
cultivate the friendships and sisterhood that God has giv-
en us. Each year, new women come and new friendships 
are formed. It is a beautiful work of the Lord and some-
thing I treasure more every year I am able to come. 

Please consider serving  

at our upcoming 

Christmas Eve Mass 

Monday, December 24 

7:00 pm 

 Decorating the gym 

 Lectors 

 Cookie Reception 

 Clean-Up 
 

Call the office today! 

Community Women’s Retreat Summary 
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     The new Mother of God Homeschool Minis-
try has gotten off to a blessed start this year. A 
monthly evening meeting of homeschool moms 
in Goshen House started in July, called appropri-
ately "The Teachers' Lounge." Local Catholic 
homeschooling moms are invited to pray the 
rosary together, socialize, and discuss topics re-
lated to homeschooling. Kristi Melgaard and Lisa 
Sharafinski are leading this effort, which has 
been greatly appreciated. The inaugural Mass of 
the ministry was Saturday, Sept. 8, celebrated in 
the gym by Fr. Bill Wadsworth. Over 100 people 
joined in the Mass and picnic lunch that fol-
lowed. Even though it rained, the children had a 
blast, and the parents enjoyed the opportunity to 
catch up with old friends and meet new ones. 
     The Saturday morning physical education 
classes for K-8th graders have filled up beautiful-
ly, with many families expressing their gratitude 
for this effort and willingness to help. The six-
week fall session of soccer and cross country 
served 49 homeschooled children. The three re-
maining sessions (six weeks each) have 142 slots 
already filled. Some of the classes have waiting 
lists.  
     Amy and John O'Callaghan continue to lead 
the ministry, with Teri Stief providing adminis-
trative assistance, and MOG homeschooling 
moms Terese Rigel, Lisa Sharafinski, Sheila Yori-
tomo, and Julie Sharafinski bringing helpful dis-
cernment. We give thanks and praise to God for 
guiding and blessing this new ministry. 

By Amy O’Callaghan 

Homeschool Ministry 

 
Patronal Feast Day Celebration 

Tuesday, January 1, 2019, 11:30 am 
Goshen House Dining Room 

 
Celebrate the liturgical  

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God  
with a community brunch 

 followed by prayers of consecration  
to Our Lady on her Feast Day and ours. 

 
 

The name “Mother of God” was chosen for 
our community to signify that, like Mary,  
we are called to receive and treasure the 

Word of God in obedient faith.  
By yielding ourselves to God that Christ may 
be formed in us, we become vessels through 
which Christ is brought forth into the world.  

 
 

Please bring a baked good to share  
as part of our meal.  
Everyone is welcome! 

 
 

NOTE: There is Mass at St. John Neumann 
parish at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

 
 

Contact Teri Stief at 301-648-8557 for more 
information or to help. 
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“Council Corner” is published by the Mother of God Community Council. Its purpose is to promote 

openness and dialogue amongst covenant members regarding issues of importance to community life. 

    If a covenant member would like to submit a news item, please submit it to a Council member for 

review: Tom Singer, Bob McCambridge, Dawn Glennon, Mark Gargulinski, Rick McKinney, or Don 

James. Thank you! 

Lord’s Day Celebrations 
 
Lisa and Doug Sharafinski have been spearheading the effort to bring back Lord’s Day celebrations 
to a more regular part of our daily lives in the Mother of God Community. Here are some thoughts 
on this beautiful tradition: 
 
Q. Why? 
   
A. It’s just fantastic! 
     1. A fantastic form of prayer 
 - rooted in that essential ingredient to happiness: thanksgiving 
     2. A fantastic format for fellowship 
 - Simple, interactive up-building prayer; meal; fellowship/closing prayer 
     3. A fantastic format for evangelization 
 - Host can invite someone to experience simple communication with God amidst 
   normal human activities and interactions 
 
Plan: to get Mother of God Community into the habit of quarterly celebrations of Lord’s Days.   
 
How?  Have three host sites on the same pre-determined/scheduled Saturday once per calendar 
quarter. This will total 12 Lord’s Day celebrations per year. If we start getting more than 15 people 
to show up at all three sites, we can bump it up to four host sites per quarter for a total of 16 
Lord’s Days per year.  Ideally the hosts should be able to attend a Lord’s Day other than at their 
own home occasionally. 
 
FAQ 
 
Q. Will these be the only Lord’s Day celebrations? 
A. Officially yes.  We’re just creating a habit with a skeletal schedule; once a quarter fits that bill.  
But if you want to organize other Lord’s Days involving community members, it appears the Coun-
cil would welcome that or even encourage this. 
 
Q. What’s the best number of people to have at one? 
A. Between 10 and 15 is best; too many more than this can become less intimate and unwieldy. 
 
Q. Can I bring someone not in the community? 
A. As long as you check with the host and coordinate with them before doing so, sure! 


